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TO THE CHRISTIAN JUDGE BAILEY. 
LETTER XXV. 


Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 20, year 1824 of 
man’s degradation—of man’s fall. 
HAvING fairly humanized or dogmatized the “ Sermon on 
the Mount,” I will proceed to make an epitome of the Epis- 
tles of the New Testament and append to it an article from 
Mr. Taylor’s Clerical Review, drawing a parallell between 
Crishna and Christ, and also a Gospel of the Infancy of 
Jesus Christ. I lay it down as a settled point amongst all 
who have taken the pains to examine the matter, that no 
such person as the Jesus Christ which Christianity preaches 
ever existed. My neighbour, Parson Richman, must by 
this time be pretty well conviced upon that point: though 
he will doubtless preach Jesus Christ, so long a8 he can get 
Christian pay for doing it*. So my motive in copying here 


* Soon after the above was written, indeed, almost at the mo- 
ment that I was pointing and paging ii, this old gentlemen and 
his wife were killed in bed, by the falling of a chimney upon the 
roof and beating it through upon them. The accident was the re- 
sult of a hideous hurricane which blew on this coast on the night 
of the 22d and morning of the 23d inst. From the apparent length 
of the night I had began te think, that the wind had blown the 
sun out, or that by a lurch of the earth it had become midsummer 
at the South Pole. At the moment that Mr. Richman was killed, 
about six in the morning, I was consoling myself with the com- 
fort of having a strong building about me; for there are some ad- 
vantages in a Gaol! The havoc made with property and persons 
nearer the sea is quite distressing; and I dare say, that half a mil- 
lion of pounds sterling would not cover the damage done to houses, 
ships, &c. on the coast of Dorset alone. And yet there is an Edi- 
tor, or a writer, in the Dorchester Journal, silly enough to call it 
a dispensation from divine providence! The Devil take such a 
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- the Gospel of the Infancy is to give further proof of the 


whole of the Gospels being fabulous; and because, as there 
is no Gospel of the Infancy in the New Testament, it is 
evidently so far defective and should be followed as far as 


providence! Had they said it was a visit from his Satanic Majesty, 
the thing would have been more consistent with the Christian 
Creed; though it must be allowed, that their God has been at 
times taken in strange fits, and has played some odd pranks with 
his gracelings! We may look upon the case of Mr. Richman as 
one of them. 

My readers will recollect, that this is the old clergyman, the 
Vicar of Trinity parish in Dorchester, who paid me two visits last 
year, under a pretence of holding a discussion ; but who in real- 
ity, met me and submitted like a child. There is something cu- 
rious in his history, which I will relate and illustrate for the in- 
struction of the Christians of this neighbourhood. 

He was so excessively timid and fearful of accidents, conta- 
gious infections,.and other evils, as to keep himself in an almost 
continual state of alarm. And this is a full proof that religion was 
no support nor assurance to such amind. He could hold no con- 
fidence in his God or Gods on any point, or at any time. I am 
informed, that nothing could induce him to visit a sick person, 
and that if an infant were born, and not likely to live, he would 
not go into the house of its parent to baptize it; but have it 
brought to his house! This timid disposition was carried so far, 
that some of the wise simpletons of Dorchester do not hesitate to 
find that the accident which gave him death was a judgment from 
Divine Providence! Providence again! Poor Providence! If it 
provides nothing, it has to bear much in the shape of accusation. 

His timidity was even carried to his Church! he could not trust 
himself to Divine Providence im Divine Providence’s House! but 
was afraid, that it would fall about his ears whilst preaching or 
praying! and though seme of his respectable parishioners felt as- 
sured that it would stand another fifty years, the old Vicar per- 
severed and had it down! He had only preached twice in his New 
Church, before Divine Providence tumbled the chimney and roof 
of his house upon him! So that, where he thought himself most 
sure, he found that which every where else he dreaded ! 

I wonder the Christians cannot see that Divine Providence 
takes a great deal of care of me, and baffles their every effort to 
put me down. They say it is the Devil with whom I am connect- 
ed; but I deny it, and assert, that I killed the Devil before 1 began 


_fo war with the other Gods! 


My Divine Providence is Truru and a good disposition im a 
RIGHTEOUS CAUSE! I invoke the spirit of old Parson Richman to 
come and teach me that which he, or it, for I do not know that 
spirits are sexual, could not teach me when in the body. 
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possible with a co-extended circulation of such a Gospel: 
the one having the same claim to credit as the others. 

Giving Christianity a date of ten years higher than we 
can trace it, we shall fix its origin, as a version of the stories 
of Crisbna, Prometheus, and Bacchus, grafted upon the 
Jewish Scriptures, at the year ]00 of our present era, or 850 
from the building of the city of Rome. If the name of Je- 
sus Christ had been invented before that time, it had not been 
so preached as to excite the attention of the public autho- 
rities, and to exist in public records. Tbe year 850 from 
the building of the city of Rome was the first of Trajan, and 
Trajan was the first public officer whose name is on record 
connected with Christianism. Though | have truly said, 
that the story of Jesus Christ is a new version of the stories 
of Crishna, Prometheus, and Bacchus, grafted upon the Jew- 
ish scriptures, it may not be amiss to notice that these very 
Jewish Scriptures, that the stories of Moses, Joshua, Elijah 
aud Elisha, are mere versions of the same tales, and clearly 
bave some common foundation. One of the names of Bac- 
chus was Myses, which like Moses, signifies taken out of the 
water: and this Myses, or Bacchus, is said to have divided 
the Red Sea to lead an army to India. Now as these names 
among learned men who have examined the subject are 
agreed to be names and personifications of the solar planet, 
1 will venture a conjecture as to the origin of the story about 
the dividing the waters of the Red Sea. We have the most 
authentic accounts of the gradual retiring of the waters of 
the sea*from that part of Asia and Africa, in addition to 
which the country itself now exhibits such proofs; and there 
is not a question, but that the Red Sea was once navigable 
throughout from the Mediterranean to the Indian Sea. At 
the particulcur time at which the sea retired, so as to form 
the Isthmus of Suez, this fable about Bacchus, or Myses, or 
Moses, dividing the waters, must have originated; for the 
powers of the sun, to a people ignorant of the motious of the 
earth, were sure to be the powers sought for this apparent 
drying up of the waters of the Red Sea, leaving dry land, or 
a neck of land with a sea stillapproaching on each side more 
or less withits tides; and thus, at an interval,an army might 
seem to have actually passed through, and to have caused 
the division of the two seas. Those who have any know- 
ledge of the polar motions of the earth, and the certain gra- 
dual change of position in the waters of the eartb, will find 
no difficulty in supporting my conjecture. 

There is again but little difficulty in conjectaring the ori- 
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gin of the name of Myses or Moses for the sun: though no- 
thing more than conjecture can be adduced now or hereafter 
upon the subject. ‘l’o a people again ignorant of the mo- 
tions of the earth, the sun appears to set every evening in the 
waters and to come out of them every morning, so that no- 
thing was more likely than the giving him a name that 
expressed his coming out or being taken out of the waters. 

If for the sake of some point to fix upon, we agree to say, 
that the first preachers of Christianism rendezvoused at An- 
tioch about the year 100, we shall then be able to trace its 
course with some precision. 

The first scheme seems to have been an effort to convert 
the Jews scattered abroad to this version of Paganism, by 
assimilating the story of Jesus to their expected Messiah. 
Tbe Epistle to the Hebrews was evidently written for that 
purpose, at Chap. vii. ver. 14, it is asserted, that Jesus sprang 
from the tribe of Judah. . The Epistle nominally addressed 
to the Romans, from the second to the fifteenth chapter, is 
wholly addressed to some Jew or Jews and not to any body 
of Romans, which stands as another proof, that Christianity 
had not then reached Rome. The first and last chapters of 
this Epistle have no connection with or relation to the body 
of the Epistle, or treatise rather on the comparative merits 
of Judaism and Christianism. And were it not for an aliu- 
sion to Spain in the fifteenth cnapter, there is no indication 
in the body of the work of its having been addressed to any 
persons near Rome. And that Paul on first setting out on 
his ministry from Antioch, having avowedly reached no fur- 
ther than Corinth, should have an engagement in so remote 
a country as Spain, is very improbable. He talks of a walk 
into Spain as if it were but a day’s journey! It is no where 
else stated in the New Testament. that there was a church 
in Spain so early. 

The bulk of the New Testament is an evidence, that in 
the first effort to start the new religion of Christianism, there 
was no intention to deviate from the whole law and customs 
of the Jews; for, though Paul after he had quarrelled with 
all the other apostles, and set up a new Gospel of his own, 
bitterly inveighed against circumcision, we read at Acts chap. 
xvi. ver. 3, that he circumcised Timothy, whose father was 
a Grecian and mother a Jewess, * because of the Jews which 
were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was 
a Greek.” Here is clear case, that circumcision was at first 
considered an essential part of Christianity, as it is beginning 
to be among the followers of Johannah Southcote at this time. 
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And this will well account for the passing of the Jews and 
early Christians under the common name of Galileans. 

iHiaving hovered round the skirts of Antioch for a time, 
until be bad quarrelled with all his fellows, Paul started away 
with his new ‘ Gospel of uncircumcision” towards Greece 
in Europe. He might further have had the sharpsightedness 
to see, that the “ Gospel of circumcision” would not pro- 
duce any effect either upon the Jews or Gentiles. So hav- 
ing had a smart quarrel with Peter at Antioch, see Galatians 
chap. ii. ver. Ll, and also with Barnabas and Mark see Acts 
chap. xv. ver. 39, be left that neighbourhood and soon Asia 
altogether, under the common and convenient excuse, as we 
are told at Acts chap. xv. ver. 6, that he was “ forbidden by 
the Holy Ghost to preach the word iu Asia:” and further at 
verse 9, that he had a vision in the night of a man who in- 
vited him to ** come over into Macedonia.” In the onset of 
Christianity, every thing seems to have been undertaken 
under the direction of dreams: and such bas been its sopo- 
rific powers, that it has kept all Europe in a dream 
for near seventeen centuries. I shall be very happy, if I 
can but make noise enough to awake the people of England 
out of this long continued dream. I will at least make all 
the noise [ can to rouse them: but if they will fall asleep 
again, the fault will not be mine. 

Whilst we have Paul under weigh from Asia across the 
Mediterranean Sea to Europe, for he does not seem to have 
opened his commission (his new fangled Gospel of uncir- 
cumcision) to the ships crew of this voyage, we will en- 
deavour to sketch his portrait, to hang his picture at the 
head of this epitome of his labours: and be on your guard, 
Bailey, as to who and what you are about to see: for this 
chief of the Apostles, this great propagator of the greatest 
mischief that ever was propagated, was both a curious and 
a comical little character. I would not go to an Apocry- 
phal book for a description of him, did | not find a cor- 
roboration of the sketch in the New Testament. Now 
then, Ecce Homo! Behold the man! 

In the book of “The Acts of Paul and Thecla” we are 
toid that, “‘ A certain man named Onesiphorus*, hearing 
that Paul was come to Iconium, went out speedily to meet 
him together with his wife Lectra, and his sons Simmia and 
Zeuo, to invite him to their house. For Titus bad given 


_ * See a corresponding mention of this Onesiphorus by Paul 
in the Second Epistle to Timothy chap. i. ver. 16. 
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them a description of Paul’s personage, they as yet not know- 
ing him,in person, but only being acquainted with his cha- 
racter. They weut in the king’s highway to Lystra, and 
stood there waiting for him, comparing all who passed by, 
with that description which Titus had given them. Atlength 
they saw a man coming, of a low stature, bald on the head, 
crooked thighs, handsome legs*, hollow-eyed ; hada crook- 
ed nose; full of grace; for sometimes he appeared as a 
man, sometimes he had the countenance of an angel.” This 
was Paul! This was the originator of that horrid Christian- 
ism, that damuable Gospel of Uncircumcision (see Galatians 
chap. ii. ver. 7.) which has both degraded, stupified, and de- 
solated Europe to this day. Awake Europeans! Awake 
and read! Behold the picture of the author of your woes! 

Almost every town furnishes an eccentric and a crippled 
shoe-maker that much resembles this portrait of Paul. In 
Ashburton, the town of my birth, there were two of the same 
stamp, Joseph Jeffery and Robert Nichols; but of the two, 
old Stoaf Jeffery (a familiar appellative to my ear!) 
must have carried the nighest resemblance'to Paul. I know 
not if little Stoaf be living ; but if living, it would be worth 
a triflle to exhibit him through Kurope as a striking resem- 
blance of Saint Pau! the little great originator of Christi- 
anity in Europe. Stoaf was a Saint Paul in his way ; for, 
I have known him play many odd and novel pranks, and 
have participated in them. I hope he may be living to hear 
of the honour | have done him, by exhibtting him as a like- 
ness of Saint Paul! Though, by the by, I never recollect 
seeing Stoaf at church or Meeting! 

That this sketeh from the ‘“‘ Acts of Paul and Thecla” is 
not a caricature of Saint Paul, we have proof in the Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians chap. x. It seems, that the Co- 
rinthians had been speaking to Titus of the defects of Paul’s 
person as acknowledged at ver. 10, “ For his letters, say they 
are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, 
and his speech contemptible.” At the first verse it is also 
said: ‘‘] Paul—who in presence am base among you, but 
being absent am bold towards you.” Again at chap. xi. 
ver. 6, he says: ** Though I be rude in speech, yet not in 
knowledge; but we have been thoroughly. made manifest 


* Itis impossible that a man could at the same time have crook- 
ed thighs and handsome legs. The defects of the thighs arose 
from an infirmity that will not allow the idea of a straight or well 
shapen leg. 
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among you in all things.” And he repeatedly speaks of his 
defects, weaknesses, and infirmities, as if his body were crip- 
pled and unsound. We are not. told that Paul wasa shoe- 
maker, for high shoes with leather over the instep were not 
then known, sandals made of metal and wood as well as of 
leather were the ordinary wear. But we are told, that he 
was a J'ent-maker, and that when at Corinth, he wrought 
with Aquila and Priscilla, a Jew and his wife, who were of 
the same craft. Tent-making must have been of a kin with 
shoe-making, and the Limoer who shall paint Paul from my 
sketch may draw him asa tailor to hide his crooked thighs, 
or as preaching upon a tub, as he pleases. 

I cannot be persuaded that this Paul the tent-maker is the 
same person as the Saudi of the first part of the Acts of the 
Apostles, who was brought up asa pharisee at the feet of 
Gamaliel. It is quite clear to me, that the writer of the Acts 
of the Apostles has fabled the sketch of Saul’s life, and sub- 
sequently, improperly jumbled Saul and Paul together as one 
person. Paulis Paulusa common Roman name. Saul is 
a Jewish name, at least, an Old Testament name, which 
has no resemblance to any thing Roman. The Jews were 
particular in having public officers free from bodily defects, 
and would not have countenanced such a man as Paul asa 
commissioned accuser of the Christians, and the agent of a 
High Priest. There isa tradition that-Paul turned Cbris- 
tian out of spite because he could not marry the daughter 
of the High Priest, this for foregoing reasons | do not 
credit. 

Having hung up the picture of Paul, we will now search 
the Scriptures for his character, as drawn of himself: anda 
very pretty character we shall find it: cne well qualified to 
accomplish the evils which he has disseminated among man- 
kind. 

Epistle to the Romans (falsely so called.) Chap. ii. ver 4. 
Let God be true, but every man a liar. 

7. For if the truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lie unto bis glory, why yet am I also judged a sinner? 

8. And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and 
as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may 
come ? whose damnation is just. 

9. What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: 
for we have before proved beth Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin. 

Chap. vi. ver. 17. But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin: 
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19. Ye have yielded your members servants to unclean- 
ness and to iniquity. | 

Chap. vii. ver. 5. For when we were in the flesh, the mo- 
tions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our mem- 
bers to bring forth fruit unto death. 

8. But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiscence. 

15. For that which I do | allow not: for what I would 
that I do not; but what I hate, that do I. 

16. If then 1 do that which I would not, [ consent unto 
the law that it is good. 7 

17. Now then it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwel- 
leth in me. 

18. For I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I find not. 

19. For the good that ] would I do not: but the evil which 
1 would not, that [ do. 

20. Now if I do that I would not, it is uo more | that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

21. I find then a law, that, when J] would do good, evil is 
present with me. 

22. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 

23. But I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. 

24. O wretched man that 1am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? | 

This and the 9th chapter is the Vicar of Cerne all over. 
Any thing, any vice, may be done and justified, so as it be 
done spiritually and not carnally! The only necessary ex- 
cuse is to plead the working of the spirit! This sort of Chris- 
tianity is the very perfection of hypocrisy: the bane of all 
morality. And this was Paul’s masterpiece: in this he 
wasanadept. In this the Vicar of Cerne assures himself of 
a fellowship with the Apostle ! 

In his first Epistle to the Corinthians, chap. x. ver. 
23, he says, ‘* All things are lawful for me, but all things 
are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but 
all things edify not.” This corresponds with the ex- 
tracts from the Epistle to the Romans above, and with his 
saying that he felt at liberty to become “ all things to all 
men.” ‘The contradictions in the several epistles about the 
propriety of marriage, to one forbidding it, to another en- 
couraging it, show, that Paul had no stable doctrine in 
morals, and was quite willing to suit himself to all sorts of 
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persons and dispositions. His cajoling and shuffiing with the 
Corinthians about money matters shews, that he was a per- 
fect adept in the art of deceit.. At one moment, he wills 
them to give freely, at another, reproaches them for not hay- 
ing given apy thing; though he does not want any thing from 
them, not he! he can work with his hands and has “‘ robbed 
other churches,” because he would not be beholding to 
them who were unwilling to give. ‘This unwillingness in 
the Corinthians seems to have been the cause of the bitter 
reproaches which he has cast upon them, and which he 
seems to shuffle out of at 2 Corinthians chap. 7. ver. 11, 
when they reseuted the imputations made. ‘To the Philip- 
pians who gave freely he writes a most flattering Epistle! 

Such was the character of the little crooked-thighed, hollow- 
eyed, crooked-nosed Saint Paul, the evident founder of every 
tbing that has appeared in Europe and America under the 
tbe name of Christianity. In different parts of his Epistles, 
he is very free in calling himselfa fool. ‘ I speak as a fool,” 
he saysat oue place; but he was more rogue than fool, and his 
true character is that of a cunning little impostor—the little 
crooked dog has done more mischief, by the crookedness of his 
mind, than any other man who has lived ‘The little lame 
aud crooked ‘Jimour the Tartar or Tamerlane did not a hun- 
dredth part of the mischief to mankind that this wicked and 
crooked little Apostle of the Gospel of Uncircumcision has 
done! itis a singular circumstance; but observation will 
justify the assertion, that these little deformed characters are 
generally forward in mischief, and some of them have exer- 
cised great and malignant influence among mankind. There 
are honourable exceptions, one of which was Alexander 
Pope; but you willgenerally find them inspired; clever at 
something, either mischief or well doing: particularly when 
they are shoe- makers, or tent-makers, or tailors, or employ- 
ed with the needle in sedentary occupations! They will ge- 
nerally desert their regular occupations, if they can by any 
trick find an easier living. 

By his first Epistle to the Corinthians, it appears, that 
Paul got himself trusted with some money to carry to the 
distressed saints in Asia, notwithstanding he was forbidden 
by the Holy Ghost to preach the word there! and from the 
doleful nature of the second Epistle, the evident reproaches 
made upou him by the Corinthians, and his retorts upon 
money watters, | am incliued to think, that he applied “ their 
liberality towards the saints” to his own private purposes, 
as all things were lawful to hin if the spirit was the mover. 
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The whole of his Second Epistle is an evasive answer to 


some reproaches that had been cast upon him, and a recount- 
ing of what he had suffered since he leftthem. Hisconfession 
about the “ thorn in the flesh” at chap. xii. ver. 7 is acorollery 
to my conjecture about the money matters. He evidently 
here put in practice his doctrine of committing sin that grace 
might the more abound in him! The answers of the Corin- 
thians to his accusations would be very useful in the way of 
elucidating bis vices. 

Ah! Thomas Paine! thou wert not such an immoral 
wretch as this man Paul, whose followers have burnt thee in 
effigy, insulted thy grave, and belied thy whole character! 
Hadst thou been so, hadst thou been less honest, hadst thou 
sought to practice some impositions among maukind, instead 
of working to theirimprovement and increased happiness, 
the wretches would have sung thy praises, and honoured, if 
honour could come from them, thy memory! But honour 
shall yet be done to thy honourable exertions! The profli- 
gacy of the Christians of the Gospel of Uncircumcision shall 
be duly exposed from the first to the last of them! Thy name 
shall be lisped with admiration, when the name of Saint 
Paul is forgotten, or if not forgotten, execrated ! Thou wert 
the first Englishman, that manfully assailed the Christian 
Idolatry ! the first that did it openly! the first that did it 
with candour! It brought thee the insults of the ignorant 
and wretched Christians: but it could not bring pain to thy 
mind! Imitating thee,! wrap myselfin thy mantle, and bid 
them defiance! And I swear by thy virtues, throughout life, 
I will strive to imitate them, and to do justice to thy charac- 
ter and worth! 

Having shewn up the little creoked-thighed, crooked- 
nosed, and angelic-faced Saint Paul in every position, we 
have now got him in Europe with his Gospel of uncircum- 
cision ; so let us see what sort of European Christians were 
those which he first made; what sort of lights they were, 
Bailey! 

The first portrait that we have of them begins at Romans, 
chap. i. ver. 26, where after saying, that some held the truth 
in unrighteousness, and after they had had God made ma- 
nifest to them, they neither glorified him nor were thankful; 
but became vaiu in their imaginations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened, he says: “ For this cause God gave 
them up unto vile affections: for even their women did 
change the natural use into that which is against nature: 
and likewise also the men,-leaving the natural use of the 
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woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with 
men working that whichis unseemly, and receiving in them- 
selves that recompence of their error which was meet*” 

This is a horrid picture and ought not to be in print in 
this day: much less ought it to be thrust into all hands as 
a sacred book! even into those of boys and girls! but with 
me there is an excuse: it is my duty and particular task to 
expose and condemn it. I have suffered five years impri- 
sonment with other great injuries for calling this an obscene 
book ; and at the end of those five years, | see Roman Ca- 
tholics, Priests, and Laymen, avowing with me the obsceni- 
ties of the Bible; and giving it as a reason to the Protestants 
why they wish to withhold such a book from their flocks! 
Surely Mother Church is brought to a pretty pass; though 
she still keeps me her prisoner! | may hereafter leave it to 
Catholic Priests and Barristers to expose the obscenities of 
the Bible and proceed to shew the bad foundation of its 
whole history. But all ought to know, that | keep a print- 
ed list of references to those beautiful obscenities. I see 
that I shall be driven to make a fortune, by illustraing a new 
edition of the Bible with becoming prints, if the Bible men 
will not see its beauties in the letter press. What | want to 
yet is, a literal translation, wiih suitable notes and graphic 
illustrations. And to publish these in.such numbers as to 
have a splendid coloured print with each. It will be a for- 
tune for all who will engage in it: and if I cannot get it 
done otherwise, | will master the Hebrew Language, but 
that Ll will get it done by myself. 

it has been denied that the shocking propensities mention- 
ed in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans were at- 
tributed toearly Christians; but nothing can be more clear. 
St. Paul would not allow the Heathen or Gentiles as they 
were called, to hold the truth, to know God, and to become 
vain in their imaginations. It isa sort of relapsed Christians 
of whom he is speaking. In the last verse of the chapter, he 
says of them: “ Who knowing the judgment of God, that 
they which commit such things are worthy of death, not on- 
ly do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.” 
This cannot be mistaken: the Heathen knew nothing of St. 
Paul’s God or St. Paul’s God’s system of morals. It is clear 
that he speaks of avowed Christians. His fellow Apostle, 


* This must allude to some disease, some kind of venereal 
disease ; for there have been many kinds of it. The leprosy was 
one. 
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St. Barnabas, also stiles the first Christians as the ‘“* the most 
wicked of all the wicked.” But we have further corrobo- 
rations in this book, the New Testament. At chap. vi. ver. 
19 of this Epistle, after thanking God that they were the ser- 
vants of sin, he says: ‘‘ for as ye have yielded your members 
to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity.” This is a com- 
plete corroboration of what is above quoted from the first 
chapter. 

This Epistle to the Romans, as it is called, is dated at Co- 
rinth, and this we must consider the first European town in 
which the Apostle of the Gospei of Uncircumcision figured. 
At chap. xvi. ver. 23, we are told, that Gaius was Panl’s 
host and ¢he host of the whole church, that is, that the Church 
of Corinth counted no more members than could conveni- 
ently assemble in the house of Gaius; but whether they con- 
sisted of half a dozen or a dozen we are not informed. But 
before Paul left Corinth, it seems, by his first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, chap. i. ver. 11, that he had formed two churches 
or two houses full of Christians; and as soon as there were 
two, they began to quarrel and to accuse oue another of mis- 
conduct. ‘* For it hath been declared unto me of you, my 
brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there 
are contentions among you.’ ‘Then he says most emphati- 
cally at ver. 14: “ I thank God that [ baptized none of you, 
but to Crispus and Gaius.” Here he even thinks it would 
have been a disgrace to have baptised such Christians! And 
to set forth the worthlessness and inconsistency of this Apos- 
postle asan Epistle writer, we have only to go back to verses 
4 to 7 where he says: “ I thank my God always on your 
behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus 
Christ; That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all 
utterance, and in all knowledge; Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you: So that ye come bebind in no 
gift; wailing for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” An 
honest man could not have written iu this contradictory stile. 
And here it may be seen too, that Paul’s first preaching of 
Jesus Christ was, that he was coming, not that he had been. 

_ The Epistle of the Church of the House of Chloe to Paul 
in accusation of the Church of the House of Gaius would be 
a delicious treat of scandal to us Anti-Christians, and so 
would the retort of the Church in the House of Gaius upon 
Paul and upon those of the House of Chloe. At Ist Corin- 
thians, chap. v. ver. 1, we read: ‘ It is reported commonly 
that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as 
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is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should 
have his father’s wife.” And further on, he challenges them 
with glorying in this matter! Pretty primitive Christians! 

lam of opini..i, that the Epistles which now stand as 
single Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, aud others, were 
not originally written in the same manner; but that they are 
extracts from different Epistles compounded as one. On 
any other ground [ cannot account for the incongruity and 
want of connection in the matter. At Ist Corinthians chap. 
v. ver. 9, we read: ‘* 1 wrote unto you in an epistle not to 
company with fornicators.” ‘This then asa whole cannot be 
the first to the Corinthians. Subsequent chapters of this 
epistle correspond with that which he is previously said to 
have written. 

Speaking of the Apostles, Paul says, at chap. iv. ver. 10 
and following of this Epistle: ‘* We are fools for Christ’s 
sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are 
strong; ye are bonourable, but we are despised. Even un- 
to this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and have no cer{ain dwelling place; 
And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we 
bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we in- 
treat; we are made as the filth of the earth, and are the off- 
scouring of all things unto this day.” Here is a very pretty 
picture of the Apostleship at its first starting! How unlike 
to our modern Apostles! Yet these were the men of whom 
it is said, that the gift of tongues was imparted to them by 
the Holy Ghost, and that they were under the special pro- 
tection of an omnipotent God! When fairly looked into, 
how. truly human do all these things appear! 

By the contents of the seventh chapter, it seems, that the 
Corinthians, having been accused of improper fornication, 
wrote to Paul, to know what wasa proper rule of conduct in 
this matter. This question seems to have puzzled little crook- 
ed Saint Paul; for he shuffles confoundedly in his answer. 
He says it is good for a man not to touch a woman—it is 
well to marry, but better not to marry; and if they cannot 
contain themselves, that is, if, like the Vicar of Cerne, they 
burn, it is better to marry than not to marry. There isa 
loop-hole all through’ the precepts, to suit all dispositions ; 
and one there is quite amiable: ‘‘ Defraud ye not one the 
other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give 
yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again 
that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. But | 
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speak this by permission, and not of commandment.” This 
is truly Christian! truly primitive! Ifa man wants to fast 
and pray, he may lend his wife to another for the while! 
Well done, little crooked Saint Paul! Truly you were all 
things to all men! and toall womentoo! After laying down 
many contradictory regulations as to fornication, apon which 
he has written like an ignorant and snivelling fool that knew 
not the passion, he states his reasons to be at verse 29, be- 
cause “ the time is short.” That is, the time before Jesus 
Christ was to come. The coming of Jesus Christ is one of 
those matters that has been and will belong looked for and 
not come at last. This and the restoration of the Jews toa 
city that their ancestors had not the merit even of founding, 
form two of the great humbugs which amuse or distract ra- 
ther the Christians of Europe and America. 

There is nothing further very Serious to be found in this 
Epistle, save at chap. xi. where Paul complains, that they 
occupied their time in Church with eating and drinking even 
to drunkenness! These were jolly primitives! He says, 
at verse 21, “ For in eating every one taketh before other his 
own sapper; and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise 
ye the Church of God, and shame them that have not? 
What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? J praise 
you not.” Itseems, that some of these primitives, who had 
nothing to eat, were annoyed, ‘“‘ shamed,” to see others eat- 
ing and drinking to excess in Church time. The houses of 
Gaius and Chloe must have resembled our little country pot- 
houses, where the coblers, and tent-makers, and tailors, meet 
with their bread and cheese, or animal food, in their bands 
or their hats, and so chat over their morsels upon the news 
and scandal of the day. We may suppose something like 
the following to have happened in one of the primitive 
churches. 

I say, Mrs. Chloe, please to draw us another pint, a little 
milder than the last. Come neighbours: ‘“ Here’s to the cause 
of Jesus Christ and the Gospel of Uncircumcision.” Bravo 
Crispus (Crispin!) that’s righteous.—Maister Gaius fill my 
pint, will ye? To besure, Timothy. Saint Paul needed not 
to have advised me to drink no more water. No, no, not 
whilst I can get wine. Now then, Crispus, (Crispin) and 
fellow primitives all—‘‘ Here’s, Saint Paul for ever, who 
makes every thing easy to our consciences, so that we stick 
to his Gospel and his Jesus Christ.”—Well said young Tim! 
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How is your old grandmother Lois? Very well. And your 
mother Eunice? Very well, thank the Lord and Saint Paul. 
—Ah! they were both mighty thick with our Apostle when 
he was here. Our women never show such an abundance of 
grace as when the Apostles are about them. I say, come 
Titus, give us a hymn.—Let us sing to the praise and glory 
of God, a verse from the Gospel according to Saint Watts. 


Now by the bowels of my God, 
His sharp distress, his sore complaints, 
By his last groans, his dying blood, 
I charge my soul to love the saints. 


Bravo! Titus, that’s right Christian! Now Sister Pheebe, 
let us hear your pretty mouth warble the praises of our cruci- 
fied God.—Lord! Brother Fortunatus! it isso long since 
that [ was saluted with a holy kiss, that the spirit doth not 
move me to sing; but [ will try to praise and love my God. 


(Phoebe sings. ) 


Thy sacred flesh our souls have eat, 
Tis living bread we thank thee Lord ; 

And here we drink our Saviour’s blood ; 
We thank thee Lord, ’tis gen’rous wine. 

Mingled with dove the Fountain flowed 
From that dear bleeding heart. of thine. 


Very pious, very pious, Sister Phoebe. The Lord or 
Saint Paul will reward thee when he comes: though, by the 
by, our Apostle seems more attached to Thecla, than to any 
other one of our Sister Saints —Ah! (cries Phebe) sister 
Thecla, methinks, is no better than she should be. But, to 
be sure, asthe Apostle said in his first Epistle, chap. ix. ver. 
5, he had the same right “ to lead about a sister, a wife, as 
well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord and 
Cephas.” And even our blessed Saviour, as tradition tells 
us, did not spurn the company of Mary Magdalen and the 
merry folks at Cana: so it behoveth all Christians to be 
charitable on this head.—F or my part (cries Priscilla) Ihad 
rather bear Saint Paul preach than have one of his holy 
kisses: my Aquila is dota little bald, bollow-eyed, crooked- 
nosed, aud crooked-thighed man. I declare to God, that I 
should hate a man with crooked thighs: even though he 
were a saint and an apostle. Ah! Lord! (shuddering) it 
must be like a crab creeping about one! And I haveno no- 
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tion, that this little holy cripple should interfere about our 
marriages and marriage rites! I declare, that rather than 
suffer this, I will go back to the delightful worship of Venus. 
But this is not a Christian act of our Apostle; for his mas- 
ter did not see any sin in adultery ; but told an adulteress, 
when caught in the very fact, to go her way and sin no 
more. ‘This was charitable and God-like. He even took 
the Devil out of Mary Magdalen seven times; and though 
this be a figure of speech, we, Corinthian women, are not so 
dull in these matters, but that we can understand them! Let 
Saint Paul look after his Mistress Thecla, and if he cannot 
spoil her virginity, why, e’en let her keep it, so long as she 
can “contain herself” and bear the company and the love 
of such a defective man. By the love of God, if we catch 
Saint Paul again at Corinth, we Corinthian Christian women 
will scratch his bald pate, and finally thimble-pie his little ce- 
rebellum, as we sit together making tents again. He'll get 
never a Christian woman in Corinth to go under a tent of his 
making. And again, what business has he to interfere with 
our hair? What has the length or shortness of our hair to 
do with the Christian religion? Because he is bald, | sup- 
pose, our husbands must disfigure -their persons, by cutting 
off their hair? Whoever saw a picture of our God without 
long hair? Was not the strength of ree 1:47 and the beau- 
ty of Absalom in the length of their hair? IL wonder if our 
Lord Jesus ever entered a Barber’s Shop, or suffered either 
of his disciples, male or female, to cut off his divine hair? 
This Paul saith at chap. xi. ver. 14, of this Epistle, that Na- 
ture proclaims it a shame for a man to wear long hair!. Why 
does Nature allow it to grow? Why did nature plant it, if 
it were ashame to her? And pray, who could cut Adam’s 
hair? Who could cut hair before Tubal Cain made scis- 
sors? ‘There is nothing natural about this Saint Paul, and 
it is clearthat he knows nothing about nature. He saith 
agaip, that itis a shame for a woman to pray to God unco- 
vered. Whyisitashame? God was not ashamed of vak- 
ed Eve before she had eaten that odd apple and had grown 
ashamed of herself. Then he very modestly made her an 
apron of fig-leaves, but not to cover her head! What does 
this little great Apostle think that a God cannot see through 
a veil or a head dress? I admire his divinity and knowledge 
of things! He tell us, at verses 9, and 10, that as the wo- 
man was created for the man, she ought to have power on 
her head because of the angels! This isa riddle that has not 
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alittle puzzled me! We kuow what the love of God.means, 
and oftea feei the influence of this spiritual motion within us; 
but, bless me, Mrs. Chloe, what can these Angels be, of 
whose loves we Christian women should beware? [ donot 
think that I should be much afraid of their. angelical influ- 
ences, particularly, if they are handsome and all perfection, 
free from those imperfections which our apostle bas about 
him. We need not have our heads covered because of Saint 
Paul! 

And now again, this little holy fellow saith in one place, 
or at chap. ii. ver. 5, that women may pray and prophesy, 
if they wiil keep their heads covered: at chap. xiv. ver. 34, 
he says: “ Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak, but they are com- 
manded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And 
if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at 
home: for it isa shame for women to speak in the church.” 
Now if our little crooked-nosed apostle doth not beat a Cre- 
tan at lying and prevarication; then [ am no Christian wo- 
man.— Women not allowed to speak in church! Women not 
to ask questions from any one but their husbands, and that 
at home! Pretty life, indeed! Why was tbe tongne of a 
woman more finely nerved than that of man, if it werea 
shame to a woman to speak in public? Why, there is my 
Aquila, a spruce fellow to be sure, and as strong, as vigorous, 
as bold, and as noble as an eagle; but his modesty and good 
sense will not allow him to put bimself upon a par with me 
at public speaking. Had Saint Paul been man enough to 
marry, he would have learnt better how to make laws for 
womeu: he would have learnt, that when women cannot use 
their tongues to good effect, their words fly out at the ends 
of their fingers and scratch men’s faces. 

And pray, upon what authority doth he say that man was 
not made for woman; but woman for the man? He has 
cautioned Titus to beware of Jewish fables, and has said, 
that the story of Abraham and Agar is an allegory. I be- 
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lieve, that the making of Eve out of one of Adam’s ribs is 
an allegory, a fable, or something worse. Let Saint Paul, 
with his miraculous powers, try if he can make a woman 
out of a man’s rib. Woman is but a man of another shape, 
and some of our neighbouring philosophers, at Athens, will 
support the argument, and even show the absolute necessity 
of woman having been the prior existence. A man could 
not bring forth a woman; but a woman, by the aid of a God, 
a Devil, an Angel, or some great or little fish, might have 
brought forth a man. Itis better to believe, as the scrip- 
ture saith at Genesis chap. i. verses 20, 21, and 22, that our 
great parent the water hath generated all sorts of animals 
witbout a course of sexual production. Water is your only 
virgin-mother. 

And now, fellow Christians, and Primitives all, I hope I 
have given you a fair specimen of what a woman can do in 
the way of a sermon, in prophesying and making a revela- 
tion to your edification. Ifever our little Apostle shows his 
face among us again, after spending upon himself and Thecla 
our collection of money for the Saints in Asia, | will engage 
to convince him, that the Holy Ghost with the gift of tongues, 
falleth upon women as well as upon men: and that it is no 
shame for a woman to be found speaking in all places and 
upon all occasions. Now to him that made the Holy Ghost, 
and gave to woman the larger share of influence in all hu- 
man and divine matters, be all love, and honour, and hap- 
piness, and vigour, world withoutend. Amen. 

Well done Priscilla, I wish Pau! had been here to hear 
your speech, I will hereafter acknowledge your supremacy 
in words as well as in deeds: come, if you are not too much 
exhausted, let us have your hymn. 


(Priscilla sips and sings.) 


This soul-reviving wine 
Dear Saviour, ’tis thy blood, 

We thank that sacred flesh of thine, 
For this immortal food. 
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(Aquila rises and speaks.) Sisters and. Brothers-in the 
Lord. You have heard the inspired words flow from the 
Holy Ghost through the Christian mouth of my charming 
Priscilla, and by your attention and seriousness, you seem 
to have been edified. Bear with me awhile, whilst | sup- 
port, from our Scriptures, all that has fallen from tbe holy 
lips of the divine, the burning, the delightful Priscilla, You 
see that | wear long hair upon the head, the chin, and else- 
where; and this I shall continue to do, in spite ofall that 
Paul or any other Apostle may order to the contrary. Pris- 
cilla has wisely told you, that Adam could not have had his 
hair cut for want of a pair of scissors; and | may add, nor 
his chin shaven and body purified, according to the law of 
Moses, for want of arazor. The scripture also informeth 
us, that that tremendous affair of the apple was occasioned 
by the influence of Eve over Adam: and though the serpeut 
was an agent, it does not alter my argument; for he was sub- 
tle enough to see, that of the two, the influence of Eve was 
the more powerful: and so with Eve he worked. They 
were not the sons of men; but the daughters of men and the 
sons of God, that brought the flood upon the earth, as a piece 
of revenge on the part of that woman-hater the great Jeho- 
vah, to check the influence of these women. Nor did this 
flood drown the power of women; for we find that Sarah 
ruled Abraham, by first ordering him to lie with her servant 
maid, and when the usual fit of jealousy came on, to turn 
that maid out of doors! If this be an allegory, it is not so 
dark as some of those sent among us by Saint Paul. Again, 
we find, that Rebecca did with Isaac just as she pleased ; and 
poor Jacob was hen-pecked from the day that he set foot in 
Laban’s house, until his going down to Egypt.—By the 
quarrels of Moses with his wife Zipporah, we may see, that, 
if he was the meekest of men, she was not the meekest of wo- 
men,(though meekness, by the by, is not a woman’s virtue.) 
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By the playing off of that pretty little woman’s trick of old, 
about being gotten with child by an angel, and making her 
husband believe it, we may be assured of what sort of influ- 
ence the mother of Sampson had over her husband Manoah. 
And the influence of his wife about the riddle, and of that 
pretty named Delilah over the strong man Sampson and his 
long and never-shorn hair is all-convincing, that the strength 
of the strongest man is nothing in comparison with the influ- 
ence of a woman. The influence of a woman has no com- 
petitor save one, and that is the influence of a priest. The 
priest influences both husband and wife and doeth with them 
as he pleases.—King David was continually being led astray 
by women; and his son Solomon, with his thousand, was in- 
fluenced to worship a new God with each!—There was one 
who said, that wine was strong; another that woman was 
stronger; and a third that truth was strongest of all; but 
where the truth prevaileth once, a woman may be seen to 
prevail a hundred times. I honour the influence of woman, 
and bend both with adoration and admiration to the charm- 
ing influence of my sweet Priscilla. Now to him who des- 
pised not the company of woman, and who was a greater 
and a better teacher than Saint Paul, who wore long hair, 
and condemned nothing in dress but phylacterzes* and broad 
hems to garments, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 


(All the sisters admire the speech of Aquila: the brothers 
titter, but dare pot condemn; and Aquila called on fora 
hymn, wets his pipes and sings: 


* Phylacteries were strips of parchment or other skin with sen- 
tences from the sacred books written on them. The Mahometans 
have a custom of wearing one such about them, bearing a sen- 
tence of the Koran. The more superstitious Jews exhibited them 
to.a ridiculous excess. 
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Adore and tremble, for our God. 
Is a consuming fire ; 

His jealous eyes his wrath inflame, 
And raise his vengeance higher. 


Thy hand shall on rebellious kings 
A fiery tempest poor ; 

While we beneath thy sheltering wings 
Thy just revenge adore. 


(Phoebe prays like another Sappho; and at a late hour, 
the Church well drunken, salute each other indiscriminately 
with a holy kiss, fix a time for the next merry Church meet- 
ing, and separating depart to their homes, who have them, 
and the rest to the fields, hedges, and barns. ) 


There, Bailey! something like that we are warranted by 
the two Epistles to the Corinthians, particularly by chap. 
xiv. of the first Epistle, in saying, was a primitive Christian 
Church I have only to ask an excuse for the anachronism 
of putting Saint Watts’ Hymns into the mouths of the Pri- 
mitives. Well might Paul ask them, 2 Corinthians chap. 
xiil. ver, 5: ‘* Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?” 

Naw, we have seen clearly what Saint Paul did with his 
Gospel of uucircumeision at Corinth, bis first European 
effort at Christian-making. These Corinthian Christians 
were a fair sample of what all the European and American 
Christians have been, save that, when their power and their 
fanaticism had gone on increasing, in addition to quarrelling 
and making an earthly trinity in unity of mothers, wives 
and sisters, they began‘to cut each others throats, to hang, 
burn, and torture one another, as heretics, orthodoxy being 
always synonimous with power. IF EVER THERE WAS A 
SACRED WISH, IF EVER THERE WAS A NOBLE DESIRE, IF 
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EVER THERE WAS PHILANTHROPY IN MAN, IT IS TO SEEK 
THE EXTIRPATION OF CHISTIANITY, AND OF EVERY OTHER 
RELIGION, FROM AMONG MANKIND. 

Saint Paul the first European Preacher of Christianity 
was a vile hypocrite. (There is no uniformity in his doctrine. 
His instructions to the Corinthians about wives and mar- 
riage are directly at variance with his instructions to Timo- 
thy, to the Ephesians, Philippians and others upon the same 
subject. ‘To the Jews he became as a Jew; to the Gentiles 
as a Gentile; to the Philosophers at Athens he affected phi- 
losophy ; to every sect of Christians that he met with, as 
one of that sect. His habit of lying was truly atrocious, 
and such as every honest man must abhor. He began by 
preaching the coming of Jesus Christ, and that coming to be 
in a short time. He explains, that it was to be in the life 
time of some of those then living, and that that coming was 
to be a consummation of all human affairs, of all earthly 
things. At 1 Corinthians chap. xv. ver. 51 he says: “ Be- 
hold [ shew you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” In 
the Epistle to the Romans, as it is called, chap. ii. ver. 16, 
he states this time to be: “ In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my Gospel.” 
Again, in the Ist Epistle to the Thessalonians, chap. iv. ver. 
15 he says: “ For this we say unto yoa by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
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the Lord.” In the following chapter it is said, ‘‘ The day 
of the Lord cometh like a thief in the night.” 

F lying in the air seems to have been a favourite prospect 
with the early Christians. Almost every Gospel and Epis- 
tle extant narrates feats or promises of the kind. The lying 
Saint Paul at 2 Corinthians, chap. xii. ver. 2 says: “‘ I knew 
a man.in Christ about fourteen years ago, (whether in the 
body, I cannot tell: or whether out of the body, I cannot tell : 
God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 
And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the 
body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was 
caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable Words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” 

And is it possible, that | am in the sixth year of an impri- 
sonment for exposing and condemning such abominable 
lies as these? Is it possible, that such is the fact, and the 
bulk of the inhabitants of this country at least ignorant and 
base enough silently to acquiesce in such a matter? Verily, 
1 may believe, with Saint Paul, second Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, chap. ii. ver. 11, that God hath sent the people of 
this country a strong delusion, that they should believe a lie 
and be damned ! 

I have now, Christian Judge Bailey, given you a fair ex- 
hibition of Saint Paul, and the Christians which he made, 
and you may go on to enlighten your mind, and your read- 
ers and hearers, with such lights, if you please. J bavedone 
my duty to shew you and them better things ; and if I write 
no more, I feel, that I have not lived in vain. This great 
cheat upon mankind is now fairly exposed ; all that is want- 
ed is, that ali be able to read that exposure. You will pre- 
vent this general reading if you can, and so will every priest 
aud bad man; but you cannot eradicate the impressions 
made, you cannot erase my engravings upon a given num- 
ber.of human bodies. I hope they will prove like indelible 
plates, from which an endless number of impressions may 
be taken, and that another generation may be prepared to 
pity you, and to glory in my past imprisonment. 
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{ will add a word or two more, in proof, that the Chris- 
tian Religion was founded upon fable. At the conclusion 
of the Epistle to the Romans, there is an assertion, that the 
mysteries of the Christian Religion were as old as what is 
called the creation. In the Epistle to the Colossians, chap. 
i. ver. 26, it is stiled “‘ the mystery which hath heen hid from 
ages and generations butnow is made manifest to the saints.”’ 
In the second Epistle to the Thessalonians, chap. ii. ver. 15, 
he says: ‘* Hold the ¢raditions which ye have been taught.” 
In the Epistie to the Philippians chap. i. ver. 15 he says: 
“ Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife.” And 
the succeeding verses seem to hint, that all preaching of 
Christ but his preaching was an opposition to him and an 
effort to afflict him. At 2 Corinthians, chap. xi. ver. 4, he 
speaks of those who preach other Jesuses than the one 
which he preached, and other Gospels. These are all so 
many proofs, that the whole of the tale or tales about Jesus 
Christ is fabulous. In proof of this, I will trace them to 
Hindostan and China. It is not now to be said where this 
fable about the son of God first originated ; but the Indians 
had the story about the Carpenter, Carpenter’s son, and Vir- 
gin Mother, time immemorial before Christianity sprang up: 
but these Indiaus bad not the grovelling notien with the 


Christians, to suppose that this Carpenter was a putter to- 


gether of housesand hog-sties! no! by the word Carpenter, 
they meant, the GREAT BUILDER, or what we now call the 
« ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE.” They bad a sublime 
notion of this God and his Son that were Carpenters. Their 
word which expressed Carpenter was equivalent to our 
word Creator. The trath as to these matters is this: 
The earth as an habitable planet to man and other animals 
is incalculably older than the “ Jewish fables” represent. 
Mankind bave been the same sort of animals as they now 
are from their first association. Doubtless, great human 
events have taken piace formerly as now. ‘These for the 
want of a universal written language have been lianded down 
from generation to generation, and from nation to nation, as 
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traditions, changing at almostevery step, and thus one thing 
has been jumbled with aaother so as to make the whole of 
ancient history fabulous. I am of opinion, that there is not 
a fact, stated as it happened in the whole of the first fourteen 
books of the Bible; and, with a very few exceptions, | will 
include the whole of the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, and the bulk of history that is three thousand years 
old, or before some of the Grecians wrote the affairs of their 
own country and times ina language.that is now well un- 
derstood and a country that is now well known. 

Now, my Judge Bailey, | have given you a fair and true 
epitome of the New ‘lestament, in the Critique on the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, and in an analysis of the character of 
Saint Paul and his Epistles. You may now be able to see 
better, as to what these early Christian Lights really were. 
I have not sought the testimony of an opponent to defame 
Christianity aud the early Christians; I have taken the in- 
ternal-evidence of Saint Paul’s own writing; but I wiil here 
say, that neither in Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman 
i;mpire, which | consider the truest Christian History ex- 
tant, nor in any Ecclesiastical or other history, have I seen 
an accusation against the first Christians, but what the New 
Testament itself in some measure warrants. 

[ will not say that this shall be my last letter to you; but 
it will be the last fora time, or until | again find that I have 
no more immediate, important, pressing matters to attend to 
than your book of notes to the Common Prayer. I have 
never yet sent you one of my printed letters; but I promise 
to correct the errors made by the printer in this and the last 
and send them to you with all speed, that you may judge 
whether I have done myself justice in the passing of my last 
five years under your sentence of imprisonment. 

To this letter | shall append, first, the Samanean Doctrine, 
second, the Religious Principles of Fot, and third, the Pa- 
rallel between Crishna, and Christ, all taken from Mr. Tay- 
lor’s Clerical Review: and if one number of my _ publica- 
tion will contain the whole, | shall add the Gospel of the 
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Infancy of Jesus Christ; if not in a succeeding number: so 
farewell Bailey! until you read, and feel well after you 
have read, this; and no more at present from that thorn in 
your flesh— | 

RICHARD CARLILE. 





THE SAMANEAN DOCTRINE. 





Aut the eastern writers agree in placing the birth of Beddou, 
1027 years before Jesus Christ. The doctrine of this deity pre- 
vails over Japan, China, and Ceylon; it is the same as that of the 
Sectaries of Orpheus, of the Essenians, of the Ancient Anchorets 
of Persia, and the whole eastern country. According to the sa- 
ered tenets of this religion, ‘“‘ God is incessantly rendering him- 
self incarnate,” but his greatest and most solemn incarnation was 
three thousand years ago, in the province of Cassimere, under the 
name of Fot or Beddou. Fot or Beddou was believed to have 
sprung from the right intercostal of a virgin of the royal blood, 
who when she became a mother did not the less continue to be a 
virgin: that the king of the country uneasy at his birth, was de- 
sirous to put him to death, and caused all the males that were 
born at the same period to be massacred; that being saved by 
shepherds, he lived in the desert to the age of thirty years, at 
which time he opened his commission, preaching the doctrine of 
truth and casting out devils; that he performed a multitude of the 
most astonishing miracles, spent his life in fasting and in the se- 
verest mortifications, and at his death bequeathed to his disciples 
the volume in which the principles of his religion are contained. 
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RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES OF FOT. 





He that forsaketh his father and mother, says Fot, to follow me, 
shall become a perfect Samanean, or heavenly being. 

He that keepeth my precepts to the fourth degree of perfection, 
shall acquire the power of flying in the air, of moving earth and 
heaven, of protracting or shortening life, and of rising again. 

The Samanean looks with contempt on riches, and makes use 
only of such things as are strictly necessary. He mortifies the 
flesh, subdues his passions, fixes his desires and affections on no- 
thing terrestrial, meditates without ceasing upon my doctrine, en- 
dures injuries with patience, and bears no enmity against his 
neighbour, 

Heaven and earth shall pass away; despise therefore your bo- 
dies which are composed of the four perishable elements, and 
think only of your immortal souls. 

Hearken not to the suggestions of the flesh; fear and sorrow 
are the produce of the passions; stifle the passions, and fear and 
sorrow will thus be destroyed. 

Whosoever dies without having received my doctrine, becomes 
again and again an inhabitant of the earth, till he shall have em- 
braced it.. 





CABALISM, NOT CHRISTIANITY. 


We shall in this, and subsequent numbers, demonstrate that al- 
most every fact and feature of the fabulous history of Cabalism, 
is to be traced in the Brahminical, Druidical, Greek and Roman 
Superstitions, many agés before they were new modelled, and 
palmed a second time on human credulity and ignorance, under 
the much abused name of Christianity; and surely a clearer de- 
tection of stolen goods, cannot be conceived, than the tracing 
them back to the identical places from which they were taken. 
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CRISHNA. 
ASIATIC RESEARCHES. 


Tue second great divinity, Crishna, passed a life according to the 
Indians, of a most extraordinary and incomprehensible nature, 
(this incarnate Deity) was the son of Devaci, by Vasudeva; but 
his birth was concealed through fear of the tyrant Cansa, to whom 
it had been predicted, that a child born at that time, in that fami- 
ly, would destroy him: he was therefore fostured in Mathura, by 
an honest herdsman, named AnanDa, or the happy, and his amiable 
wife, Yasopa, who like another Pages, was constantly occupied 
in her pastures and her dairy. Page 259. Crishna continues to 
this hour the darling God of the Indian women. The sect of Hin- 
dus, who adore him with enthusiastic and almost exclusive devo- 
tion, have broached a doctrine, which they maintain with eager- 
ness, and which seems general in these provinces, that he was dis- 
tinct from all the Avatars, who had only an ansa, or portion of 
hts divinity, while Crishna was the person of God himself, in a 
human form; hence they consider the third Rama, his elder 
brother, as the eighth Avatar, invested with an emanation of his - 
divine radiance; and the principal Sanscrit Dictionary, compiled 
about two thousand years ago, Crisuna, Vasudeva, Govinda, 
and other names of the Shepherd God, are intermixed with epi- 
thets of Narayan, or the Divine Spirit. Page 260. 

That the name of Crisuna, and the general outline of his story, 
were long anterior to the birth of our Saviour, and probably to 
the time of Homer, we know very certainly. The incarnate Deity 
of the Sanscrit romance was cradled, as it informs us, among herds- 
men; but it adds that he was educated among them, and passed 
his youth in playing with a party of milk-maids. A tyrant at the 
time of his birth, ordered all new-born males to be slain; yet this 
wonderful babe was preserved, by biting the breast instead of suck- 
ling the nipple of a nurse, commissioned to kill him. He performed 
amazing, but ridiculous miracles in his infancy; and at the age of 
seven years, held up a mountain on the tip of his finger. He saved 
multitades; partly by his arms, and partly by his miraculous 
powers. He raised the dead, by descending for that purpose to 
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the lowest regions. He was the meekest and best tempered of 
beings, washed the feet of the Brahmins, and preached very nobly 
indeed, and sublimely, but always in their favour. He was pure 
and chaste in reality, but exhibited an appearance of excessive li- 
bertinism, and had wives or mistresses too numerous to be count- 
ed; lastly, he was benevolent and tender, yet fomented and con- 
ducted a terrible war. Page 273. 

Crishna was not less heroic than lovely, and when a boy slew 
the terrible serpent Caliya, with anumber of giants and monsters; 
at a more advanced age, he put to death his cruel enemy, Cansa. 
He kindled the war described in the great epic poem, entitled the 
Mahabharat, at the prosperous conclusion of which, he returned 
to his heavenly seat in Vaicontha, having left the iustructions 
comprized in the Geta, with his disconsolate friend Arjun, whose 
grandson became sovereign of India. It is related of Crishna 
that “the nymphs had complained to Yasoda, that the child 
Crishna had been drinking their curds and milk; on being re- 
proved by his foster mother for this indiscretion, he requested her 
to examine his mouth, in which to her just amazement she beheld 
the whole universe in all the plenitude of magnificence.” Page 
267. 

‘“‘ Very respectable natives have assured me,” says Sir William 
Jones, “ that one or two Missionaries have been absurd enough in 
their zeal for the conversion of the Gentiles, to urge that the Hin- 
dus were even now almost Christians, because their Brama, 
Visnunu, and Mauesa, were no other than the Christian Trinity; 
a sentence in which we can only doubt whether folly, ignorance, 
or impiety predominates.” Page 272. 




















— a 


a i i eee 


Sond (oy Se RR fc kee oat ae 2 eR 
‘ - - 


7a: 


a i hat e 
- 2 <eeRsee- < 
"st 


te 


#523 a Se a ee ie ag Pee <tah ts --- in ges 5, ang 


- > 7m 4 F - ia to ee? Sa Fens . op 2. Fiver $e e . — > A ee e > ie - roa 

; : : : $ A 4 - - f ‘ > ae oe EE de ae. a EE 5 Tan tacenin’ a= en Se 
RN LTT SR ER RR A TTT A A a sts =—— —— a -_ 
‘ ~<a 7 — bi 4 %* = 
“ epi ely -_ =e . : 
am - = a : : : — - — — ~ 
3 hs on 4 Se - ‘ 
b, ; ea .-. eS - - a ¥ 2 a 
2 ai, = a5 = . ~— - Steer eres miaileienmentaiieed - 
= = 3 : _ .— * SS ee ee = “a a jag 
. 





702 THE REPUBLICAN. 


CONCLUSION, 


To an absolute coincidence of this account of Crishna, with 
that of the Christ of Cabalism, there withstands only, that there 
is here a history of the infancy of Christ, which is wanting there. 
2d. That there is there a history of his crucifixion, which is want- 
ing here. But it happens most remarkably, that among the writ- 
ings rejected by the Church, (with what authority we may infer 
from the 3d Epistle of St. John, v. 10) is a “* Gospel of the Infan- 
cy of Christ,”* in which miracles similar to those recorded of 
Crishna, are related of Christ; and ecclesiastical history informs 
us, that the Gnostics, and other early Christian sects followed a 
Gospel which they maintained that they had received from St. 
Barnabas, from which they had learned that Christ was not 
crucified. 

The picture of Crishna given in the Asiatic researches, repre- 
sents him with rays round his head, as all our Bibles with plates, 
represent Christ. 

These then are admissions of the most zealous and strenuous 
defenders of Cabalistic Christianity, who certainly meant nothing 
so little, as to lead men to scepticism and infidelity. It cannot be 
doubted that Parkhurst and Sir William Jones, were men who 
would have been ready to have sealed their conviction of the 
truth of what they mistook for Christianity, with their blood; and 
it cannot for a moment be thought that there are evidences of any 
sort in favour of it, with which they were unacquainted. Surely, 
if there are difficulties in the way of our faith, which such men as 
these could not remove, and would not deny; we are not to be 
remanded for endless investigations, to men less honest and less 
intelligent. 


These then are absolute coincidences of the Brahminical, and 
Cabalistical Theologies : 


1 Crishna, as Jesus Christ. 
2 Narayan, -- The Holy Ghost. 
3 Vishnu, -- God the Father. 


* This Gospel shall be copied in succession to this article. 
Eprror. 
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Ananda, Joseph. 

Yasoda, -- The Virgin Mary. 
Cansa, -- King Herod. 
Avarars, are The Prophets. 
Arjun, as Saint Peter. 
Vaicontha, -- Heaven. 

Caliya, -- The Devil. 


Rama, is identical with a name in 2 Matt. 

His wives are the women that constantly attended Christ, 
and ministered to him of their substance. 

Crishna washing the feet of the Brahmins, is Christ washing 
the feet of the disciples. 


Crishna was the person of God himself in human form, 
God was manifested in the flesh, and in him dwelt all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. 


The Herdsmen among whom Crishna was brought up, are 
the Shepherds that visited the infant Jesus. 


16 Crishna was called the Shepherd God, and Christ said I 


17 


18 
19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


am the good Shepherd. 

Crishna saved multitudes by his miraculous powers. Christ 
fed multitudes by miracles. 

Crishna raised the dead.—Christ raised the dead. 

Crishna descended to the lowest regions. —Christ descend- 
into Hell. 

Crishna was the meekest ef beings.—Christ was meek and 
lowly in spirit. 

Crishna kindled a terrible war.—Christ said, he was not 
come to send peace on earth, but a sword. 

Crishna was pure and chaste.—Christ was holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners. 

Crishna exhibited an appearance of libertinism. Christ was 
accused of being a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber, a 
friend of publicans aud sinners. 

Crishna held the whole universe in his mouth.—Christ saw 

all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them in a 

moment of time. 
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25 Crishna ascended into heaven.—Christ ascended into hea- 
ven. | | 

26 Crishna left his instructions in the Geta.—Christ left his in- 
structions in the New Testament. | 

27 Crishna slew a serpent.—Christ bruised the serpent’s head. 

28 Chrishna held a mountain on the tip of his finger, and 

Christ assured his disciples, that if having-a little faith 

they should bid a mountain leap into the sea, it would 

obey them. 


Subscroption for John Clarke, sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, 
in Newgate for BLASPHEMY. 
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